
Happy holidays to all friends and fam-
ily. Hope you had a good year. In our 
house, 1997 is regarded as a ban ner 
year. The following chron i cle ex plains 
why:

DECEMBERDECEMBER
• First vacation visit to Singapore for 
 Sarah, Bill, & Gwendi. Stay at the resort 
is land of Sentosa, previously used by 
 British as a military base from which 
they could ex er cise some control over 
the  pirates of the Malacca Straight (and 
an up start sultan or two); also site of 
some fear some battles during the fall of 
Singapore to the Jap a nese in 1941—ever 
since, Singapore has been known as “The 
Pregnable Fortress.” Gwendi, be ing no 
fool, is less impressed by history but very 
interested in the ride-through aquar i um, 
the insect museum, and the gi ant dragon 
walk. Sentosa is sort of like DisneyWorld 
– except with big ger bugs.
• After a relatively short wait since we 
sub mit ted our final papers, RICHARD 
WAI-HEI KRITZBERG comes home to us. 
At age 3 months, Richard seems eager to 
fill the role of achronistic alarm clock, 
nappy soaker, and all around lit tle boy.

JANUARYJANUARY
• Ohmigod, we 
have TWO KIDS!! 
What are we go-
 ing to do now? 
(Alright, those of 
you who’ve been 
through this 
can laugh—and 
we’ve done our 
share of laugh-
 ing too—but 
two chil dren 
aren’t just twice 
as tough, or 
twice squared, 
but 2x2x2x2 . . 
. and count ing). 
We fig ure our 
only al ter na tive 
is to just love 
every minute of 
it (ex cept for 
the blood-cur-
 dling screams 
at 3 a.m.; I could 
eas i ly pass on 
those). Gwendi 
has her first 
school con cert, 
and I guess 
we’ve got a few 
more of those to 
look for ward to.
• Sarah’s Birth day comes and we ac tu al ly 
go out to din ner!  Hey, small vic to ries mat-
 ter.
FEBRUARYFEBRUARY
• Ever the glutton for punishment, Bill 
goes into au di tions for his next play, called 
“Agnes of God.” Not exactly a laugh-riot, 
it’s the sto ry of a de ranged nun who 
gives birth in a con vent and 
then stran-  gles the 

new born child. Her psy chi a trist and 
moth er su pe ri or spend the rest of the 
play wres tling with each oth er for her 
“soul”—as they re spec tive ly conceive it to 
be. A bit con tro ver sial for HK au di enc es, 
who tend to squirm when ex posed to 
such raw emotions. Mean while, Bill also 
serves as president of the the atre’s board 
of gov er nors.
• We also have Chinese New Year (The 
greet ing is “Gung Hay Fat Choi,” fol lowed 
by the cheerful re sponse “Lai see do lai,” 
which translates roughly to mean “I’m 
from Hong Kong, give me money.” — and 
you do! An interesting custom.) One 
gweilo tradition for Chinese New Year is 
the family walk, which this year takes us 
to the Hong Kong Trail (or at least part of 
it) with our friends the Brisbins. Richard 
doesn’t actually do much walking, per se, 
and Bill dis cov ers how heavy a 5-month-
old can get after an hour or so.
• Gwendi has her first real birthday party 
with invited guests, etc. Watch ing five 3-
year-olds at a party is like looking into 
the face of a number 10 typhoon (except 

stored in a base ment some where in 
Sac ra men to while this skills up grad ing 
goes on. And of course 
it’s lost. As is the re-
 place ment pack age 
we sent upon re ceipt 
of this news. So we 
send a third pack-
 age. And by now—in 
theory—the new ly 
trained and in spired 
clerks and bu reau -
crats in Sac ra men to 
are work ing hard to 
clear away 6 months’ 
back log of cas es. 
We’re con sid er ing 
shift ing our ap pli -
ca tion to Guam.
SEPTEMBER
• Still in California, 
Ri ch ard turns one. His 
first birth day with friends Bond, Chris, 
Joe, and Grace. With in days of this event, 
Ri ch ard de cides to switch per ma nent ly 
from quadripedal to bi pe dal lo co mo tion, 
de clar ing “I’ll never crawl again!” (At least 
we THINK that’s what he said.) Upon re-
 turn to Hong Kong, Bill dis ap pears into 
Bechtel’s of fic es, try ing to catch up af ter 
near ly a month away.
OCTOBEROCTOBER
• Back in Hong Kong, Gwendi starts go-
 ing to Small World,  a Chris tian, Montes-
sori-ori ent ed place Sa rah has eval u at ed 
as the best avail able. The G-girl is only 3 
and a half, so this is sort of like pre-kin-
 der gar ten, but she has a ball re gard less 
(along with a few mo ments of sep a ra tion 
anx i ety when she re al iz es Mom is not just 
a squall away).
• Richard also has a personal cur ric u lum, 
including such es sen tials as “Playgroup” 
and “Tum ble Tots.”
• For Halloween, both Gwendi and 
Ri ch ard are dressed as clowns. This is 

NOT an ed i to ri al com ment. Bill sac ri -
fic es some for mer ly fa vor ite neck ties to 
make Gwendi’s clown suit lov ing ly sewn 
to geth er by Sa rah. He won ders if this IS 
an ed i to ri al com ment.
• Gwendi’s favorite ac tiv i ty is “Music 
To geth er,” an award-winning Amer i can 
pro gram for moms and chil dren that she 
at tends with her friend Aimee (and the 
req ui site moms).
NOVEMBER
• OH NO!! (take one) The American Com-
 mu ni ty The atre starts up its season again. 
Bill has prom ised to cut back, so he’s only 
acting in one show, pro duc ing an oth er, 
and de sign ing all the graphics. The re-
 duced workload is quite a relief.
• OH NO!! (take two) Sarah bravely puts 
to geth er a tra di tion al Thanks giv ing din-

 ner for 12 using Hong Kong in gre di ents. 
In actual fact, you can get pret ty much 
ev ery thing you want for such en ter -
tain ing here in town (with the exception 
of canned pump kin, not to be had even 
for ready mon ey) — you just can’t get it 
all in one place, so there’s a lot of run ning 
around to do.
DECEMBERDECEMBER
• OH NO!! (take 3) De cem ber is here and 
we haven’t done ANY THING to get ready. 
How will we ever get cards and presents 
and ev ery thing ready in time? Aieeahh!!!
• Gwendi’s cast as an an gel in the Christ-
 mas Con cert at Small World. We wonder 
about the cast ing.
• Seems as if there’s an aw ful lot of 
Christ mas par ties in Hong Kong, Gwendi’s 
school, her music class, Bechtel’s an nu al 
affair, Ri ch ard’s playgroup, our apart ment 
com plex — and HK is not what you’d call 
a “re li gious” town. As one of the local 
col um nists says, “You’d better get your 
Christ mas shop ping done by De cem ber 
1, be cause af ter wards, there’s no time.

Richard’s fi rst haircut. “Watch that ear, 
buddy!”

So, that’s what we’ve been up to this 
last year. Hope your year has been at 
least as in ter est ing. Until next time!

with the Kritzbergs



that the kids are louder): a primal force 
of na ture.
MARCHMARCH
• Totally in rehearsal mode with “Agnes.” 
This one is turning out to be a toughie: only 
3 actors to carry a 2-hour show, and the 
emotional demands are intense. Bill’s cast 
rises to the occasion, how ev er.

• Easter comes as well. The weather 
breaks for the occasion. Very pretty.
APRILAPRIL
• Pam and Bob Smith breeze through 
Hong Kong  with new daughter Eliz-
 a beth, who became theirs on April 15 in 
Hunan, China. Adoptive parents from all 
over the Ter ri to ry gather at the Amer i can 
Res tau rant (no, it doesn’t serve American 

food) to ooh and ah and otherwise com-
 pare notes.
• “Agnes of God” opens to good reviews but 
so-so houses. I don’t un der stand it. You 
mean mad nuns won’t get people into the 
the atre any more? Heigh-ho.
MAYMAY
• Jim & Joanne & Ryan & Samantha  Austin 
visit from the States and do all the tour-
 isty stuff: visit the tem ples and the night 
mar ket, eat some dim sum, ride on a fer ry, 
buy some EX TREME LY rea son ably priced 
soft ware from a computer ar cade, and 
our per son al favorite, visit the Hun gry 
Ghost fes ti val on Cheung Chau (a nearby 
is land). The the o ry of the hun gry ghosts 
is that they hang around for years and 
years af ter their con ver sion from peo ple 
to, well, ghosts, and the only way the 
liv ing can avoid a plague of bad luck is 
to as suage the spir its of the dead with 
of fer ings of food, mon ey, and ma te ri al 
goods (not a lot dif fer ent 
from how you as suage 
the spir its of the 
l i v  i n g , 

when you get 
right down to 
it). The event has 
be come very big 
busi ness for the 
in hab it ants of 
Cheung Chau, 
and fea tures 
Tao ist ex or -
cisms, Chi nese 
op era (hard to 
de scribe, even 
hard er to listen to), ‘bout nine ty-‘leven 
drag on and uni corn danc ers, all cap-ped 
by a pa rade of chil dren on min ia ture 
floats, wear ing or nate cos tumes from all 
eras of his to ry and ap par ent ly lev i tat ing 
above the street (by means of clev er ly 
con cealed iron frames). There’s also 
buns. I mean LOTS of buns — enough 
to make three tow ers over 80 feet high. 
This is the food for the ghosts, and I guess 
they feast their ec to plas mic hearts out for 
weeks after the festival.

• May means dragon boats, and no let-
ting the team down. This year Bill gets 
to cap tain and has a good time until he 
throws his shoul der out ap ply ing a bit 
of the cat-o-nine-tails some what too 
en thu si as ti cal ly to one slack ing navvy. 
Bill’s shoul der gets bet ter – we keel haul 
the navvy.
• The Tsing Ma Bridge, built to serve the 
new airport and incidentally the subject 
of Bill’s forth com ing book “The Tsing Ma 
Bridge” (catchy title, no?) opens to traf fic. 

As au thor of the gov-
 ern ment’s 

Bill’s recent theatrical ventures include acting in “Love Letters” and “The Fantasticks” and 
directing “Agnes of God”

of fi cial history (hence the ex cit ing ti tle) 
Bill gets to at tend an ex clu sive cer e mo ny 
with only 1,000 oth er peo ple. Oh, well. 
For the record, the Tsing Ma bridge is 
the larg est dual-pur pose bridge in the 
world, (mean ing it carries both road 
and rail traf fic). And it IS a big hummer, 
I can tell you, hav ing climbed all over the 
damned thing while they 
were build ing it.
JUNEJUNE
• Amazingly, all our drag on 
boat effort pays off  as we 
actually WIN OUR FIRST 
HEAT, beat ing out 6 other 
boats for the honor of 
mov ing on to the “cup 
com pe ti tion.” We stink the 
place out on our sec ond 
heat, and are allowed to 
re tire grace ful ly to our 
par ty boat to drown our 
sor rows.
• We pass our pro ba tion ary 
pe ri od with Ri ch ard  and 
he is ours and we are his. 
A won der ful day at the 
Su preme Court. Ri ch ard 
is the last baby adopt ed 
un der Brit ish rule (we cut 
that one a lit tle close).
JUNE 31—JULY 1 1997
• Yep, they handed it over all right. We 
live in com mu nist China now. Or more 
pre cise ly, the capitalist part of com-
 mu nist China. A bit of cognitive dis so -
nance? See reference to Chi nese op era, 
above. Features back-to-back fire works 
shows (go ing and com ing) and the cheery 
sight of thou sands of PLA troops pour-
 ing over the former bor der in trucks. It’s 
OK, how ev er–they went straight to their 
bar racks and they’ve hard ly been al lowed 
out since.
JULYJULY
• Bechtel 4th of July par ty  (scheduled for 
5th of the month) is can celled, rained out 
because, as the news pa per char ac ter ized 
it, “the heav ens opened.” Ques tion is – was 

heav en weep ing with sad ness to see the 
British de part, or crying with joy at the 
chance to wash away the last trace of the 
hat ed colonials?
AUGUST
• HOME LEAVE!! We finally get to visit go-
 ing the other way. Most of a month vis it ing 
all over Cal i for nia. Quite a change from 

fre net ic Honkers. Bill begins to get pre-
home sick ness even before we leave. Fam-
 i ly re union, where we see a lot of Sa rah’s 
friends and fam i ly. Visit with lots of folks 
in Ber ke ley, and sister Gail Burroughs has 
a birth day that we get to share.
• Major dis ap point ment stems from clas-
 sic SNAFU at Im mi gra tion and Nat u ral -

John, Gail, Andrea and Bill laugh maniacally as Sarah photographs them with her new toy, an 
advanced format camera

iza tion Ser vice. Ri ch ard is 
sup posed to com plete the 
pro cess in Au gust, but the 
Catch-484 ef fect (Catch-
22 squared) hits us hard. 
We’re ex pect ing to com plete 
nat u ral iza tion in San Fran-
 cisco, but with out telling 
any one the INS trans fers the 
“ex pe dit ed nat u ral iza tion” 
func tion to their Sac ra men to 
of fice. That’s OK, but at the 
same time, the Sac ra men to 
of fice un der goes a pro ce -
dur al au dit. And the re sult 
of the au dit? On a scale of 1 
to 10, they score a 2. Even by 
gov ern ment stan dards this 
is con sid ered a bit low, so 
the au di tors shut the of fice 
down un til they can bring in 
new man ag ers and train ers 

to teach the INS em ploy ees how to brush 
crumbs off them selves in the morn ing. 
The ob jec tive is to get the ef fi cien cy and 
ac cu ra cy of their pro cess es up to their 
usu al, de press ing ly me di o cre lev els (let’s 
say a “6”). Our ap pli ca tion (and hun dreds 
of oth ers, we ex pect) is crat ed up and Hong Kong’s 1997 Star Performer:

RICHARD WAI-HEI KRITZBERG
(here seen on his fi rst birthday, dem on -

strat ing the only proper way to eat choco-
late cake)

Richard and Sarah looking pretty smug as the 
Supreme Court of Hong Kong formally records 

his adoption – the last one under British 
administration

The Tsing Ma Bridge, NOT under attack by rogue PLA sappers, but lit up
during a celebratory fi reworks show as part of the opening ceremonies


